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New Railroad Gateway Opens To Mexico

Texas Pacifico Transportation Ltd., a subsidiary of Groupo Mexico, has opened a new rail gateway into Mexico.  The 382-mile rail line runs between San Angelo Jct., Texas and the U. S. Mexican border at Presidio, Texas.  The rail line is owned by Texas Department of Transportation and leased to Groupo Mexico.

Texas Pacifico connects with Fort Worth & Western Railroad at San Angelo Jct., Texas and with Ferromex, a sister company, at Presidio/Ojinaga.  Texas Pacifico, an American subsidiary of Groupo Mexico has marketing authority to and through Fort Worth.  

Bob Roberson, Chairman of the Fort Worth & Western Railroad said this is one of the most significant transportation events in the past several years, considering the growth of trade between the NAFTA countries of Mexico, the United States, and Canada.

Roberson, said they are working with developers in Cleburne, Fort Worth, and counties to the southwest, to establish industrial parks in order to support new railroad customers.  Fort Worth & Western Railroad has existing customers that are capable of transloading, storing, distributing: steel pipe, rebar, coil steel, beer, lumber, vegetables, canned goods, paper, cement, and other products.  Included in the new project are plans to establish Foreign Trade Zones, enterprise zones, an intermodal facility, and other incentives to promote this gateway.

This rail gateway will eliminate the increased expense of transporting freight now moving from Pacific Rim countries through the Panama Canal to Gulf Coast ports and being transported to North Texas receivers by motor carriers.  This will provide a faster, less expensive route and a large reduction in trucks on the highways.  

Freight from Mexico not terminating in the Fort Worth area, will be interchanged to the Kansas City Southern, Union Pacific, and BNSF railroads, for movement beyond the State of Texas.

“This newly opened rail service corridor has the potential of improving service and lowering freight costs to manufacturers and other companies in the Cleburne and Johnson County area. We have been anxiously waiting for several months for this service to begin,” said Jerry Cash, City of Cleburne’s Director of Economic Development and Johnson County’s Director on the Cen - Tex Rural

 Transportation District. 

